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Application/Control Number: 1 0/7 1 8,052 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1617 

Claims 1-17 are pending in this application. 

Applicant's claims are drawn to a fertilizer product comprising an agrochemical (e.g., 
prodiamine, claim 6), and an organic liquid carrier (e.g., N-methyl pyrrolidone or NMP, or y- 
butyrolactone, claims 3-4). 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the combined 
teachings of Narayanan et al (US 5,354,726), Douglass et al (US Publication 2005/0043182), and 
Tijsma et al (US 6,656,882). 

Narayanan et al teach the utility of combining agricultural chemicals such as prodiamine 
(col 12, line 39) with solvents including N-methylpyrrolidone (Table H, example 2; Talbe IV, 
example 21). 

Douglass et al teach agrochemical compositions comprising microemulsifiable 
agrochemical compositions with water-miscible solvents such as y-butyrolactone and N-methyl- 
2-pyrrolidone (para 22). Prodiamine is disclosed as a useful herbicide (para 48). 

Tijsma et al teach controlled release particulate fertilizer compositions comprising a 
particulate fertilizer core surrounded by a controlled release layer containing a herbicidal 
component (col 7) and pyrrolidone or lactone polymeric materials (col 8, lines 38-49). 
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One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to combine these references in order 
to make use of the active agents of Narayanan et al or Douglass et al in the particulate fertilizer 
compositions of Tijsma et al. 

Thus it would have been prima facie obvious to the ordinary artisan at the time the 
invention was made to have combined a lactone or a pyrrolidone carrier with a herbicidal 
component such as prodiamine because lactones and pyrrolidones were known carriers in 
fertilizer based agrochemical compositions. 

No unobvious or unexpected results are noted; no claim is allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to S. Mark Clardy whose telephone number is 571-272-0611. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sreenivasan Padmanabhan can be reached on 571-272-0629. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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